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When: Oasis Lodge # 854 Stated Meeting Occurs the 1st Wednesday of every month Time: Dinner at 6:30 pm & Stated Meeting at
7:30 pm. Please RSVP at secretary@oasislodge.org
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Fraternally, 
Bruce Ponoroff, Potentate

Happy New Year to all our Nobles and your family.  

	 WOW………. I was told after I was elected to the Divan “DON’T BLINK” 
the seven years is going to be here before you know and here it is. I want to 
thank the Nobility for electing me as your Potentate for 2019. What an honor 
it is to hold this position and I promise to work hard and bring excitement to 
our fraternity.  
	 As 2018 ended on such a high note, it was an honor to be asked to 
participate in the 2019 Rose Parade as an “Out Walker” walking 
alongside our Shrine float “FEZZY’S GARDEN OF HOPE AND HEALING”. 
Yep, walking 5.3 miles. This year our float was 10 ft. longer than in previous 
years, which put us into a new and higher judging category. I’m very pleased to 
announce that this year we won “Best Theme” in our category. I would like to 
thank all the volunteers that worked on the Shrine float especially, our youth groups; the 
members of the DeMolay, Job’s Daughters and the Rainbow Girls who worked countless hours on decorating the 
Shrine float. It is heartwarming to know that when the chips are down, Shriners as well as members of our other 
Fraternities, step up to the task. We were two hours away from judging and our float was not even close to being 
finished. In fact, there were no roses on the bottom half of the float yet. Everyone kicked into high gear, worked 
together and within one hour and 45 minutes we placed 8200 roses on the float and finished just in time for the 
judges. GREAT JOB!    
	 My slogan this year is “SERVING UP HOPE, LOVE AND CARE TO HEAL OUR KIDS”. One of my goals 
this year is getting the word out into the community what Shriners do. But let’s not forget our fraternity, as we 
need everyone’s support in building our membership and bringing more exciting events back. Speaking about our 
Medical Center, if you haven’t noticed, Al Malaikah’s name is over the elevators. We have pledged a contribution 
of 1.2 million dollars over 5 years. We are rolling into our 3rd year and I’m happy to report we have raised over 
$460, 000 to date, and we are well on our way. Let’s keep pushing. 
	 The day after election was Westwood Shrine Club’s POV. As always, it was nice to see all the members and 
their ladies. I’d like to thank the club for the generous donations they contributed to both the Medical Center and 
the Temple. 
	 There is so much happening in the next few months;
First, is the Potentate’s Gala on February 23rd at the LAX Marriott Hotel. The committee has been working very 
hard to make this evening something to remember. I encourage you not to miss this event as there is a special 
guest performer flying in from the East coast to perform for us. Call the office to make your reservations sooner 
rather than later. 
	 Two weeks after the Gala March 9th, Al Malaikah will be honoring one of its own, Past Potentate Most Wor	
shipful Stuart A. Wright Grand Master of Masons in California. Stu has been a longtime supporter to our temple 
and it’s time to show him our appreciation by attending this event honoring him for all that he has done for Al 
Malaikah. Make your reservation early, don’t wait. This is a CALL OUT to all Units. 
	 Our first ceremonial is on March 2nd and is being held at our Shriner’s for Children Medical Center in 
Pasadena. Our Membership Team is in warp speed gearing up as our goal this year is to bring in 200 new 
members. Let’s all get behind them. I challenge everyone to bring in one new member in 2019. Contact Noble 
Barry Balonick, Membership Director for any questions. 

February 2019 POTE’S NOTES
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Hi Nobles!
 

	 Happy New Year! 2019  is bringing in plenty of exciting news and events for Al Malaikah Temple 
including election of our new Potentate and Divan to lead us into an exciting year. The elections went great and 
was so well attended that we needed to put more chairs in the foyer of the auditorium! Congratulations Illustrious 
Sir Bruce Ponoroff !
	 There are events planned for us all throughout the year, so keep checking your email, Pote’s Notes sent out 
every Monday afternoon, and of course the Al Malaikahan! 
	 Illustrious Sir Bruce Ponoroff, 121st potentate of Al Malaikah, and his membership team have established a 
goal of 200 new members for 2019! That means everyone of us has to pitch in and find new members!
	 Our first Ceremonial will be on March 2nd in Pasadena at the Shriners for Children Medical Center. We hope 
to see you all there (with your candidates). 
 	 Membership exists for you, our Nobility, and the growth of Al Malaikah depends on all of us.  If we bring in 
one candidate per noble we will have a fantastic year. That is quite a goal, but I know our membership and you 
want to continue with your commitment to Al Malaikah Shrine. Not only do we have an amazing building and 
landmark but we have a huge following of Nobles for years and the goal of helping Children, it doesn’t get much 
better than that. 
	 Let us know how we can help and reach out to any Noble to join a Shrine Club near you. Your experience 
and knowledge of the past will help us brighten our future. We need you. Membership conducted our first video 
conference last year and we plan on doing more with your local Shrine Clubs. Making your connection to the 
Temple will be as close as your lodge or Shrine Club in your outlining areas.
	 A few highlights that are worth mentioning are the the parade at Whiskey Flats where The Kern County Shrine 
club will host us on the 15th & 16th of February and the parade is going to be the best ever,  followed by a POV 
in Bakersfield on the 17th!  Some of our Shrine Clubs are getting their mini cars back up and running and If you 
can attend I think it will be something you will remember all year long.
 

The Potentates GALA is this month on the 23rd of February...don’t miss it! 
 

Your Al Malaikah Membership Team
Noble’s Barry Balonick, Kerry Halgrims, Jack Witz and Lou Worthy

LODGE AMBASSADORS WANTED! PLEASE READ THIS ANNOUNCEMENT AND SIGN UP IF YOU ARE UP TO THE CHALLENGE 
Do you attend your Blue Lodge regularly (or would you like to)? Would you like to stand up in your Blue Lodge and make Shrine Announce-
ments and presentations? Then you are exactly who we are looking for!!! The Shrine Lodge Ambassador Program is intended to create a 
communication stream between Al Malaikah Shrine and the Masonic Lodges in our jurisdiction. Besides the Al Malaikan, an email will be 
sent to the Ambassadors each month listing events for the coming month, sort of like “talking points,” to be mentioned at your Lodge Stated 
Meeting. You will be able to present the Potentate’s congratulatory certificate and package to newly raised Master Masons. If interested 
please contact me directly. All you need to do to sign up is send me the following information: Your name, phone number, email address, and 
the Lodge name & number to which you propose be an Ambassador. Thanks for your participation!
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Reception For

Saturday, March 9, 2019
Al Malaikah Shriners

MW Stuart A. Wright
Grand Master of Masons in California

Cocktail Hour: 6:00 pm to 7:00 pm • Black Tie Optional • No Host Bar

Wisdom Masonic Lodge
200 S. Euclid Ave., Pasadena, CA 91101-2423

Dinner Choice of Chicken or Beef  $50 per person

 Must R.S.V.P. by Monday March 4th, 2019
Through the Shrine office: 213-748-0173

Accepted forms of  payment: Credit Card, Check or Cash
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ROBERT B. & GERALDINE A. KIRKLIN  In Loving Memory John Everson
MITCHELL & JILL ROTNER  In Loving Memory Bob Worsham
LESLEY LUNDGREN  In Loving Memory John Everson
BRIAN & CAROL STRONG  In Loving Memory John Everson
DOROTHY D. COWART  In Loving Memory Odie Cowart
BRIAN D. & CAROL A. STRONG
JOE BEZERRA,  JR.

THOMAS W. TARWATER
DENNIS W. HAMBY

EUGENE BOWMAN,  SR.

100 Million Dollar Club

Thank You
Donors!

Al Malaikah Supporters

DONORS TO THE SHRINERS HOSPITAL FOR CHILDREN

MATTHEW CLAYTON

HENRY DOUMA

CAPTAIN 95 WAYNE LANDIS in loving memory of Carolyn Landis
CAPTAIN SANDBAR ORR • SCOTT & CISSIE PACE

KAARIN DRIGGERS in loving memory of Ned Driggers, P.P.
FREDERICK R. JOHNSON in loving memory of Joyce A. Johnson
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RECORDER’S
MESSAGE
	 I want to extend my appreciation to the Divan, the Trustees and the Nobility 
for electing and giving me the opportunity and privilege to serve Al Malaikah 
Shriners as your Recorder again. 
	 Throughout this past year, in cooperation and support of the 
Divan and Trustees, I have made several changes and enhancements in the 
administration and management of the temple office to efficiently meet 
the demands and better serve the Nobility.
	 One of the more evident changes I have undertaken is the 
redesigning of our web site where the general nobility including the 
public can easily access and learn more about our fraternity and upcoming 
events. On our web site, Nobles are now able to pay their dues online, make 
donations to our Shriners Medical Center Transportation Fund, and make 
donations to support the Potentate’s Special programs and activities.
	 I would also like to highlight 3 sections of our web site: the Al Malaikah 
Magazine page, the In Memoriam page and the Get Well page which contains the latest 
information about the Nobility and the Temple in general. At your convenience, please take a moment and visit 
our web site at www.amshriners.com or www.lashriners.com. 
	 One of my goals for this year is to further enhance the communication efforts with proper and timely 
dissemination of information and events.  Establishing a clear line of communication within any organization is 
of great importance to its stability and growth.
	 While the younger members of the fraternity are more inclined to use email, social media, and apps to 
communicate with one another, I recognize that we have a majority of our membership who prefer to pick up the 
phone.  Therefore, feel free and do not hesitate to contact us at the temple office for any inquiries or feedback by 
calling us at (213) 748-0173. 
	 For the Nobility who prefer to receive your updates and communications via weekly email from the 
temple and or would like to be added to our distribution list, please email us at tdavies@amshriners.com. 
	 I would lastly like to congratulate all of the newly elected Divan and Trustees on their respective offices as 
well as the newly appointed Divan and Committee Chairmen. I look forward to working with each of you in the 
ensuing Shrine year.  I will do my best to serve all of the Nobility in the most efficient and practical way.

Yours in the Faith,
Rio L. Santonil
Recorder
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If you would like to receive your copy 
of the Al Malaikahan Magazine by email,
please call the Al Malaikah Shrine office at 213.748.0173
or email tdavies@amshriners.com

Farewell Nobles

I want $50 Chef Goofy Plush Mascot I want $20 Chef Goofy Bolo 

2019 POTENTATE’S 
MASCOT 

“CHEF GOOFY” 
PLUSH MASCOT 

AND BOLO 
2019 


