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Fraternally, 
Bruce Ponoroff, Potentate

Hello Nobles and Ladies;

 It’s been a busy time since March’s Al Malaikahan.
I’d like to first start by thanking everyone that helped making the Gala a 
huge success. I have received many calls, emails and texts saying how 
great the food was, and how much everyone enjoyed the evening. I 
first must thank my daughter-in-law Carolyn Ponoroff for singing O 
Beautiful that evening as she knocked it out of the park. Then there was 
our Patient Ambassador, Isabella Rose after her second song, when she 
was telling her story how Shriner’s changed her life. The room was so 
silent, you could have heard a pin drop. 
 I must also extend an apology to Richard Rizzotto and his lady Linda 
for all their hard work in setting up the the hospitality room on Friday and 
Saturday and to all the Koppers that worked the bar. In my thank you’ s that evening I forgot to thank 
you all.
 We had our first ceremonial which was held at the Pasadena Medical Center as all the new candidates 
cross the “Hot Sands”, but this ceremonial they crossed the “Cold Sands” as the Stage Craft created a 
2nd session in which our ladies were able to join us (a first). Congratulations to all our new Shriners. 
 On March 9th we honored our one of our past Potentates MW Ill Sir Stuart A. Wright and presented 
him with his is Grand Master’s Fez. It was a great turn out honoring Stu and he was grateful for all the 
presentations especially the gavel that he was given. A big thanks to Ill. Sir Richard and Janet Weiser and 
Raffi and Marsha Barsamian for all their hard work in putting this event together. 
 A lot of events are happening in April, starting with the Lady’s Luncheon at the Airtel Hotel in Van 
Nuys on April 6th. There will also be a venue for the Nobles as well (watch for details). Our Stated Meet-
ing will be on April 22nd which will be held for the first time at our Pasadena Medical Center. Then for 
all the outdoor enthusiasts, on April 28th the 3rd annual 5k-10k run/walk event will be held at Woodley 
Park in Van Nuys.  April 29 through May 6, we are off to the Kentucky Derby for a week of fun and 
fellowship on the Potentate’s trip. Our annual trip to the Indianapolis 500 is approaching quickly and we 
still have a few spots available. If you have never been to this world class event, this is your opportuni-
ty to take this off your bucket list and attend. We are pleased to welcome this year, the Potentate from 
El Bekal Shrine Temple and some of their Nobles who will be joining us this year. If you’re interested, 
please contact Tyler at the Shrine Office for more details. 
 An important date to mark on your calendar is May 14th, as we will be hosting our Annual Shrine 
0pen House “Mason’s Night” at the World-Famous Shrine Auditorium. This year our Grand Master MW 
Stuart A. Wright will be our special guest.

Serving Up Hope, Love and Care
To Heal Our Kids

APRIL 2019 POTE’S NOTES
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Greetings Nobles!

 The “ties-that-bind”…most of us have heard the saying before.  And we are bound with those fraternal ties. 
Without these “ties” - what do we have? 
 From all of us on the Membership team we thank the Nobility for your continued efforts and support!  As we have 
mentioned in recent articles, your help in bringing along one brother this year, to cross the sands is tantamount to 
the Temple’s success in achieving our Membership goal for this year.   
 For those new Nobles who have yet to engage themselves with either a Shrine Unit or Club, we would sincerely 
encourage you to do so.  The unity, comradery, brotherhood and friendships fostered through these Units and Clubs 
are things that last for a lifetime.  If you have questions about any particular Club or Unit – reach out and contact 
any of us on the Membership Team…or for the most part – any Shriner in Al Malaikah can help guide you in your 
quest to find a Shrine Club or Unit best suited to your interests and needs.  You’ll be glad you did.
 There are several upcoming Fez-tivities and events that are just around the corner.  Noble Tommy Ray Smith and 
his Lady, Michelle have put their heart and soul into yet another 5k/10k Run Walk on April 28th at Woodley Park 
in Encino.  As I hear tell – this is to be the best one yet! For those who have volunteered, thank you. Nobles, come 
on out! Be part of this tremendous event! Just show up…bring your Fez! Have some fun while helping kids!
 Additionally on the Fez-tivities and events horizon, is Saturday May 14th Al Malaikah is having our open-house 
and as our guest-of-honor Most Worshipful Grand Master Stu Wright will be there in good form!  This is open to 
all Masonic bodies and we are expecting another outstanding turn out…and yes, your participation is definitely 
requested! Keep an eye out for the weekly “Pote’s Notes” for times and further details.
 Nobles, the “ties-that-bind” – these are the days that matter.  It’s quite simple – having fun and helping kids what 
better way to strengthen our fraternity and help children in need?  For those involved, please remain so. For those 
who are not, please do so.  
You’ll be glad you did.

S & F,
Your Membership & PR Team 2019

Barry Balonick
Jack Witz

Kerry Halgrims

LODGE AMBASSADORS WANTED! PLEASE READ THIS ANNOUNCEMENT AND SIGN UP IF YOU ARE UP TO THE CHALLENGE 
Do you attend your Blue Lodge regularly (or would you like to)? Would you like to stand up in your Blue Lodge and make Shrine Announce-
ments and presentations? Then you are exactly who we are looking for!!! The Shrine Lodge Ambassador Program is intended to create a 
communication stream between Al Malaikah Shrine and the Masonic Lodges in our jurisdiction. Besides the Al Malaikan, an email will be 
sent to the Ambassadors each month listing events for the coming month, sort of like “talking points,” to be mentioned at your Lodge Stated 
Meeting. You will be able to present the Potentate’s congratulatory certificate and package to newly raised Master Masons. If interested 
please contact me directly. All you need to do to sign up is send me the following information: Your name, phone number, email address, and 
the Lodge name & number to which you propose be an Ambassador. Thanks for your participation!
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THOMAS PAINE
GEORGE “SAM” ROLLOS

97



8

Al Malaikah Supporters

MELVILLE C. MURRAY IN LOVING MEMORY OF MY LADY, AND MEMBER OF THE 
DAUGHTERS OF THE NILE, JEAN LOOMAS-MURRAY
KENNETH H. & THERESA ANN GODARD IN MEMORY OF JEAN LOOMAS-MURRAY

DONORS TO THE SHRINERS HOSPITAL FOR CHILDREN

100 Million Dollar Club
Thank You
Donors!

MATTHEW CLAYTON
HENRY DOUMA

CAPTAIN 95 WAYNE LANDIS in loving memory of Carolyn Landis
CAPTAIN SANDBAR ORR • SCOTT & CISSIE PACE

KAARIN DRIGGERS in loving memory of Ned Driggers, P.P.
FREDERICK R. JOHNSON in loving memory of Joyce A. Johnson
JANE CHRISTENSEN IN LOVING MEMORY OF GLEN D. CHRISTENSEN, P.P.

SCOTT & CISSIE PACE
BOB HAYNES

ALBERT M. QUON
BOB MEADOR

SHOW YOUR SUPPORT FOR THE AL MALAIKAHAN, AND BECOME A 2019 SUPPORTER!!!
For donations of $25.00 or more, you can have your name appear in each 2019 publication!

YES, I would like to be a 2019 Publication Supporter! Enclosed, please find my check for $_______________

I would like my name(s) to read_______________________________________________________________

Proceeds from Publication Supporters will only be used to better The Al Malaikahan Magazine. Please mail your check 
to: Al Malaikahan Supporters, 665 West Jefferson Blvd., Los Angeles, CA  90007
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Official Call of the Potentate
to the Nobility of Al Malaikah Shriners

Stated Meeting 
Shriners for Children Medical Center Pasadena

909 S. Fairoaks Ave. • Pasadena, CA 91105

Monday, April 22, 2019
Dinner @ 6:00 pm • Stated Meeting @ 7:00 pm

Cost: $5 per Noble, RSVP is a MUST!  • $10 without RSVP

RSVP to: (213) 748-0173
Your attendance is desired and welcomed by your Divan 

WEAR YOUR FEZ • DOORS WILL BE TILED
2019 DUES CARD REQUIRED

Attest: 
Bruce Ponoroff, Potentate
Rio L. Santonil, Recorder
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If you would like to receive your copy 
of the Al Malaikahan Magazine by email,
please call the Al Malaikah Shrine office at 213.748.0173
or email tdavies@amshriners.com

Farewell Nobles

I want $50 Chef Goofy Plush Mascot I want $20 Chef Goofy Bolo 

2019 POTENTATE’S 
MASCOT 

“CHEF GOOFY” 
PLUSH MASCOT 

AND BOLO 
2019 


