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Fraternally, 
Bruce Ponoroff, Potentate

Hello Nobles and Ladies,

	 It is with a very heavy heart to report that we lost another Past Potentate, Ill. Sir 
Aaron Blackman.  Ill. Sir Aaron was a devoted member of Al Malaikah Temple, and 
held many positions throughout his tenure as a Shriner. One that everyone will 
always speak about is “the drunk” he played at every ceremonial. Please keep 
Aaron’s Lady Bonnie and Aaron’s family in your prayers. Rest in peace my Brother.
As June was coming to an end, we had our Luau on the roof top of the Shrine 
Auditorium.  If you missed this event; you missed a fabulous time. The Koppers 
Unit manned the bar and made an old Hawaiian drink called the “Blue Hawaiian”.  
Let’s just say, after several of these drinks, you thought you were in Hawaii.  Also, 
if you didn’t attend, you missed the outstanding Hawaiian dancers, but most of all the 
special dancers, all the way from; “NOT SURE WHERE THEY ALL CAME FROM” 
let’s just say it was your Divan dressed up in coconut tops and grass skirts.  A BIG 
THANKS to Kalani and Natalie Jensen, Roland and Carla Sanchez, Zack Maples and all the 
committee members who participated in putting together this event. 
	 The month went by as fast as it started off with several of the Divan members, as well as Ill Sir. Dave Chernik and 
Lady Gloria, Ill Sir Lynn Georgeson and Lady Carolyn, MW Stu Wright and Lady Julie, Commandant of Units Noble Gary 
Kahvedjian and Lady Cathy, Vice Chair Noble Wolfgang Kupka and Lady Gari, and Noble Barry Balonick and Lady Julie, 
attending the 2019 Imperial Session in Nashville, TN.  If you’ve never been to Nashville you need to put it on your bucket 
list.  It’s a town that parties all night long not to mention all the fantastic music.  A couple of days after we returned home, we 
attended the Kern County/Bakersfield POV at Noble Park. Thank you to all the Nobles and Ladies that attended this event. 
I was pleasantly surprised by being presented with a check for our Pasadena Medical Center in the amount of $13,000 from 
last year’s Potato Bowl, GREAT JOB TO ALL!   
	 The Tony Bennet concert at the Hollywood Bowl was outstanding.  We had 54 Nobles and friends that came to the Au-
ditorium first for some good food, libation and some old fashioned relaxing and chatting after which we boarded a bus that 
took us to the Hollywood Bowl where another 21 people joined us to attend the concert. A Big Thanks to Kerry Halgrims for 
an outstanding job putting together this event.  Our next big social event is August 20th, our annual Dodger baseball game.  
Please don’t wait for the last minute to buy your tickets and be left out, as they are selling fast.
	 The Tehachapi Parade is August 16th and 17th this year.  We had a great time last year at this event and look forward 
to attending again this year.  We hope that you will be able to join us this year. On August 24th we will be having our an-
nual “Cigars Under the Stars” on the roof top of the Shrine Auditorium parking structure. We are doing something very 
different this year, as many have said “I would love to come but I don’t like all the smoke.”  For that reason, we are setting 
up a separate tented area for all the NON-SMOKERS. Make you reservation early and don’t miss this great annual event. 
	 At our Stated Meeting in July we had a fabulous turnout from both Nobles and their ladies.  I’d like to thank everyone 
for attending but most of all the Ladies. We made three large presentations to the Medical Center totaling over $26,000 
which were the combined proceeds from this year’s 5k/10k run/walk and last year’s Potato Bowl along with one additional 
donation that we received.  
	 Our ceremonial that was scheduled for September 14th has been postponed to October 26th the same day as our Quar-
terly Stated Meeting.  Please mark your calendar of that change and stay tuned for more details. On behalf of my Lady 
Andi and myself, we would like to congratulate Steve and Jenny Harris who tied the knot last month and got married. 
“CONGRATULATIONS” Remember membership is the life blood of our fraternity.  Enlist a new member for our next 
ceremonial on October 26th.

LET’S KEEP OUR FRATERNITY STRONG!

August 2019 POTE’S NOTES
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	 July is the seventh month of the year in the Julian and Gregorian Calendars and the fourth of seven months to have a 
length of 31 days. It was named by the Roman Senate in honor of Roman general Julius Caesar, it being the month of his 
birth.
	 Membership is about new beginnings. The beginning of our Nation for one example and the beginning of a SHRINE 
CLUB, the begging of understanding that without new members the love of the shrine you shared for so many years will 
diminish. As Shrine Masons we all have the opportunity to reach out to someone who has not seen the magic that our 
Hospitals and Medicals Centers can do and walk new and old Masons through the Greatest Philanthropy in the World !
	 We need your help now. JUST ONE is a push to increase our membership by just 1% or one member. It is subjective 
how you think of this JUST ONE but we can do it if we spread the word of how we expand our efforts. Without expectation, 
give what you truly want out into the world, only then, will you get what is meant for you. It’s not always a fair trade, but 
always returned in abundance. 
	 Our next Ceremonial on Saturday October 26th at the Shrine Auditorium will be the first to have Spanish subtitles on 
monitors facing the candidates. It is an attempt to be more accommodating to our Spanish-speaking Mason Brothers. As 
Shrine Masons we are charged to open our hearts to others. Lets all show up in for this ground breaking Ceremonial at Al 
Malaikah.

New “Show Business Shrine Club” Est. 2019

	 The Al Malaikah Temple has always showcased the talents of its Nobles. In 1958, Al Malaikah Nobles, who were in the 
show business industry, formed the “Show Business Shrine Club of Hollywood.” Members, according to the charter, were 
“active as a professional, in any phase, in the world of entertainment.” 
	 Motion picture director Mervyn LeRoy (first President of the Club), Mel Blanc (voice of “Bugs Bunny”), western stars 
Roy Rogers and Gene Autry, actors Ernest Borgnine, Don DeFore, and Glen Ford, and most notably, John Wayne were 
active members. 
	 “Show Business Shrine Club of Hollywood.” offered to drop their appearance fees, preformed an all-star show benefit-
ting and taking place at Shriners Hospital for Children. The good news is that the fun is back!
	 A NEW Show Business Shrine Club has been formed. If you are an actor or entertainer or behind the scenes in the show 
business industry in other roles, this Club is for you. Those Nobles who are interested may contact Noble Kevin Michaels 
by email at kevinseanmichaels@gmail.com.
President of Show Bussiness Shrine Club
Kevin Michaels

Your Membership & PR Team 2019
Barry Balonick

Jack Witz
Kerry Halgrims
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Al Malaikah Supporters

BLANCA ALVARADO IN MEMORY OF ILLUSTRIOUS SIR MIKE WOLF AND ILLUSTRIOUS SIR AARON BLACKMAN

ILLUSTRIOUS SIR AARON GROSSMAN IN MEMORY AND HONOR OF ILLUSTRIOUS SIR AARON BLACKMAN

LAKE ISABELLA SHRINE CLUB  •  NOBLE MELVIN & LADY TERI COHU

KERN COUNTY SHRINE CLUB  •  NOBLE BERNARD TILLIPMAN

DONORS TO THE SHRINERS HOSPITAL FOR CHILDREN

JANE CHRISTENSEN IN LOVING MEMORY OF GLEN D. CHRISTENSEN, P.P.

CAPTAIN ‘95 WAYNE LANDIS IN LOVING MEMORY OF CAROLYN LANDIS

CAPTAIN SANDBAR ORR  •  SCOTT & CISSIE PACE

KAARIN DRIGGERS IN LOVING MEMORY OF NED DRIGGERS, P.P.

FREDERICK R. JOHNSON IN LOVING MEMORY OF JOYCE A. JOHNSON

BOB HAYNES  •  ALBERT M. QUON

BOB MEADOR  •  RICHARD & JANICE MULLARD

ROBERT & GERALDINE KIRKLIN IN MEMORY OF JAMES R. DANCE

ROCKY IN MEMORY OF RON HOG NEWTON  •  DAN & JOAN MARQUETTE

NICK THOMAS IN LOVING MEMORY OF ELAINE KEZA

POTE ‘96 CECIL A. STEVENS IN LOVING MEMORY OF 1ST LADY DEBORAH STEVENS

SHOW YOUR SUPPORT FOR THE AL MALAIKAHAN, AND BECOME A 2019 SUPPORTER!!!
For donations of $25.00 or more, you can have your name appear in each 2019 publication!

YES, I would like to be a 2019 Publication Supporter! Enclosed, please find my check for $_______________

I would like my name(s) to read_______________________________________________________________

Proceeds from Publication Supporters will only be used to better The Al Malaikahan Magazine. Please mail your check 
to: Al Malaikahan Supporters, 665 West Jefferson Blvd., Los Angeles, CA  90007

ILL. SIR AARON BLACKMAN, P.P.
SEYMOUR BORENSTEIN

CHRIS R. CHRISTOFF
MOHYIEDDIN S. ELGHOULEH

ROBERT M. LAHER
ROBERT D. PERRY, JR.

EARL J. SOUNHEIN
ILL. SIR EDWARD B. TRUSEL, P.P.

IN MEMORIAM
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If you would like to receive your copy 
of the Al Malaikahan Magazine by email,
please call the Al Malaikah Shrine office at 213.748.0173
or email tdavies@amshriners.com

Farewell Nobles

I want $50 Chef Goofy Plush Mascot I want $20 Chef Goofy Bolo 

2019 POTENTATE’S 
MASCOT 

“CHEF GOOFY” 
PLUSH MASCOT 

AND BOLO 
2019 


