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Fraternally, 
Bruce Ponoroff, Potentate

Hello Nobles and Ladies,

	 The month started off with the Potentate and Chief Rabban, along with our ladies, 
participating in the Santa Barbara Fiesta parade. After the parade we were invited to 
partake in a fabulous BBQ lunch. A big thanks to Santa Barbara Shrine Club, Noble 
Bruce Rick and his Lady Evelyn for arranging another great year. 
	 A couple of weeks later many of us traveled to Tehachapi for their annual 
parade. We started our weekend by being invited, Friday night, to the Tehachapi 
Masonic Lodge for a fabulous dinner.  Saturday morning at the parade, we had a 
terrific turnout from the Koppers, Motor Patrol, Stagecraft and all the Mini Cars.  
After the parade we went to the hospitality room where they were serving hot dogs 
with all the fixings.  The rest of the day we spent relaxing by the pool. Saturday night 
28 of us gathered at a local Mexican restaurant for great food and let’s not forget to 
mention the tasty margaritas. 
	 Our annual Dodger night was the following week.  125 Nobles and friends attended this 
event as we rooted for the Dodgers, who won handily by a score of 16 to 3.  This year’s game turned out to be very special 
as I was able to arrange to get 2 Shriner patients down on the field during batting practice to meet with some of the Dodgers 
like Justin Turner and Dodger Manager Dave Roberts.  
	 The following weekend was our annual Cigars Under the Stars event. We had an outstanding turnout.  A BIG thanks to 
the Cigar Shrine Club President, Kerry Halgrims and the entire Cigar Shrine Club for working so hard to make this event 
another huge success. We also had the honor of having some of our band members provide the entertainment that evening.  
A big thanks to Awesome “A” Shrine Club for once again cooking the chicken and assisting in BBQing the Tri Tip.  I must 
also thank our Oriental Guide, Kalani Jensen for coordinating the cooking and the seasoning of the Tri Tips, they were 
outstanding.  Lastly, I don’t want to forget to thank all the ladies that helped that evening checking people in, selling drink 
tickets and helping serve the dinner.  Thank you, Ladies, for all your help.  
	 Our next ceremonial is scheduled for October 26th which will be held at the Shrine Auditorium. At this ceremonial 
we’re stepping outside the box as we are doing something very different.  This ceremonial will also be bilingual and open 
to all, including the ladies, children and friends who would like to witness their husband, friend or father become a Shriner. 
Following the ceremonial, lunch will be served and immediately following lunch we will be holding our third quarter Stated 
Meeting.  Again, all the Ladies, family and friends are welcome to attend the open session.
	 Remember, membership is the life blood of any organization.  We need each Noble to bring in one new Shriner to help 
build our membership and help our Fraternity grow. Don’t be shy.  Reach out to your lodges and give a Master Mason an 
application for the October 26th ceremonial.  For any assistance contact our Membership Chairman, Barry Balonick.

September 2019 POTE’S NOTES

LET’S KEEP OUR FRATERNITY STRONG!
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Greetings Nobles from Membership:
The month of August was spectacular for the Nobility.
	 Check out the pictures from Tehachapi Parade, the Dodger Baseball game with over 100 Nobles and special needs kids, 
Cigars Under the Stars with over 130 Nobles,  family and friends. When we were at the baseball game we were told these 
kids look forward to two holidays every year, their Birthdays and Christmas.  BUT now they say to the administrator that 
they also have the Shriners/Dodgers baseball game to look forward to. We do exceptional work to assist kids less fortunate 
then our own.  The parents and their kids, 21 in total received hotdogs, peanuts popcorn and drinks to top off an excellent 
day with YOUR Al Malaikah Shrine.
	 The Tehachapi parade was another success story.  Apple Valley Shrine Club mini cars, Koppers Paddy Wagon and 
Police Car and plenty of prisoners to make it look like a jail break.  Poolside antics that if you didn’t see it you wouldn’t 
believe it.
	 Cigars Under the Stars auction will be in the history books, Including Noble Seb Badoyan selling the shirt off his back.
Nobles, you really are missing out on the best part of being a Shrine Mason if you are not in a Club or Unit of Al Malaikah.
The Patrol is our oldest Unit formed in 1899 and the pride Al Malaikah, the Koppers, the Fun Unit formed in 1964 from the 
Golden Boot Patrol, a take from the Keystone Kops with uniforms and a storied history also.
	 There is the Shrine Band, Stage Craft, Temple Guard, Silver Mounted Patrol, Host and of course the Clowns, “Send in 
the Clowns” what a wonderful group of happy Shriners!
	 Please check on LAShriners.com for meeting dates and get involved in your Temple.  The Shrine Clubs reach out to the 
66 Million Square miles of our jurisdiction and without the Shrine Clubs, how could we communicate with our Nobility? 
No, smoke signals won’t work… too much wind on the Central Coast!!! You can find these Shrine Clubs on LAShriners.com  
	 What your Membership Committee is trying to say is: Try it, You’ll like it! It takes a big man to believe in something 
bigger than himself. Join us at the Ceremonial on Saturday October 26, 2019 at Al Malaikah Shrine Auditorium. we are 
having an open Ceremonial so please bring your Lady’s to watch you become an Al Malaikah Shriner.  For the first time 
there will be a screen with Spanish Subtitles on the stage!!!
	 Four months ago a friend and A Mason from Brazil asked if we could help a friends child with severe burns. He was 
already healed but was being teased and bullied at school in Brazil, and was very withdrawn and a depressed little boy. 
LONG story short, As I am writing this article. HE IS ON HIS WAY TO US FOR HELP !!!! Shriners for Children Medical 
Center in Pasadena..WHERE MIRACLES HAPPEN EVERYDAY

Let me finish off this months article with a quote from Rear Admiral Grace Hopper.

The most dangerous phrase in the english language is:
“We’ve always done it this way”

Check out your new Al Malaikah Shrine

OFFICIAL CALL OF THE POTENTATE TO THE NOBILITY OF THE AL MALAIKAH SHRINE STATED MEETING SATURDAY 
OCTOBER 27, 2018
UNIT DINING ROOM (2ND FLOOR) - STATED MEETING @ 10:00 AM - LUNCH @ 12:00PM 
LUNCH $5.00 WITH RSVP $10.00 WITHOUT RSVP • CALL TYLER @213.748.0173
YOUR ATTENDANCE IS DESIRED AND WELCOMED BY YOUR OFFICERS
WEAR YOUR FEZ - DOORS WILL BE TILED - 2018 DUES CARD REQUIRED
Attest: Ri L. Santonil, Recorder - Guy S. Richmond, Potentate

LAShriners.com

Your Membership & PR Team 2019
Barry Balonick

Jack Witz
Kerry Halgrims
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Al Malaikah Supporters

GOLDEN EMPIRE YOUTH TACKLE FOOTBALL (CARE OF RON WHITE)
DAVE AND GLORIA CHERNIK IN MEMORY OF ILL. SIR AARON BLACKMAN, PAST POTENTATE
DAVE AND GLORIA CHERNIK IN MEMORY OF ILL. SIR MIKE WOLF, PAST POTENTATE
DAVE AND GLORIA CHERNIK IN HONOR OF THE MARRIAGE OF JENNY AND STEVE HARRIS,
SECOND CEREMONIAL MASTER
IAN & JANE LINTO

DONORS TO THE SHRINERS HOSPITAL FOR CHILDREN

JANE CHRISTENSEN IN LOVING MEMORY OF GLEN D. CHRISTENSEN, P.P.

CAPTAIN ‘95 WAYNE LANDIS IN LOVING MEMORY OF CAROLYN LANDIS

CAPTAIN SANDBAR ORR  •  SCOTT & CISSIE PACE

KAARIN DRIGGERS IN LOVING MEMORY OF NED DRIGGERS, P.P.

FREDERICK R. JOHNSON IN LOVING MEMORY OF JOYCE A. JOHNSON

BOB HAYNES  •  ALBERT M. QUON

BOB MEADOR  •  RICHARD & JANICE MULLARD

ROBERT & GERALDINE KIRKLIN IN MEMORY OF JAMES R. DANCE

ROCKY IN MEMORY OF RON HOG NEWTON  •  DAN & JOAN MARQUETTE

NICK THOMAS IN LOVING MEMORY OF ELAINE KEZA

POTE ‘96 CECIL A. STEVENS IN LOVING MEMORY OF 1ST LADY DEBORAH STEVENS

SHOW YOUR SUPPORT FOR THE AL MALAIKAHAN, AND BECOME A 2019 SUPPORTER!!!
For donations of $25.00 or more, you can have your name appear in each 2019 publication!

YES, I would like to be a 2019 Publication Supporter! Enclosed, please find my check for $_______________

I would like my name(s) to read_______________________________________________________________

Proceeds from Publication Supporters will only be used to better The Al Malaikahan Magazine. Please mail your check 
to: Al Malaikahan Supporters, 665 West Jefferson Blvd., Los Angeles, CA  90007

GEORGE J. BASSAKIDES
MERTON A. COHEN

ANTHONY A. DEMETRIOU
JOHN H. REYNOLDS

FRANK L. SWEET
ROD C. VONDER-REITH

BILL K. WINBERG
DANNY E. WITHERSPOON

IN MEMORIAM

100 Million Dollar Club
THE FADEL FAMILY
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	 he 95th version of The Old Spanish Days parade, always held on the First Friday in August, in Santa 

Barbara, CA, is a traditional visit by the Al Malaikah Potentate to ride in a Santa Barbara Shrine Club 

sponsored carriage. This parade is the largest equestrian parade in the nation with no motorized units.

	 Although the Club was chartered in 1920, this Club tradition began in 1984 and has been supported every year 

since by the Al Malaikah Potentate, who comes to Santa Barbara for a leisurely ride on the parade route where 

over 25,000 people can see the Fez and hear the announcers talk about Shriners Hospitals for Children.

	 This 35th time was as special as ever with Potentate Bruce Ponoroff bringing his wife Andi and Chief Rabban 

Seb Badoyan with wife Judy. It is also part of the Club tradition to invite the Chief Rabban for this colorful and 

historic event to show the Fez.  With Club Host Noble Bruce Rick and wife Evelyn, this Shrine-family mix made 

for a great day of sharing and celebrating. 

	 The Shriners sometimes ride in a wagon, some-

times a surrey, one time a stagecoach. All are restored 

and maintained by the Santa Barbara Carriage Muse-

um. No signs or banners are allowed, but the Fez needs 

no introduction. This year’s parade featured more than 

680 participants, including horses and riders, floats, 

marching bands and mariachi groups, walking groups, 

dancers, antique carriages, coaches and wagons. About 

80 different units participated in the Fiesta Historical 

Parade.

	 “When you are riding along, there are so many peo-

ple that recognize the Fez and say ‘Thank you for what you do for kids’ or ‘my dad or granddad or uncle was a 

Shriner’,  that makes it special for me,’” said Potentate Ponoroff. Said Chief Rabban Badoyan, “We saw families 

set up with food, sitting on lawn chairs or on the curb, and you know this is a big deal in Santa Barbara. This is 

the biggest parade I’ve ever been in!” 

	 As the huge crowd of spectators watched along the nearly two-mile parade route.

Noble Maurice Sourmany, a parade watcher, native of Santa Barbara, and Shrine Club member said, “The parade 

is a beautiful event and no matter how many times I see it, there are highlights to make it different and special. 

And, we always look for the Fez and the Potentate so we can say thanks for coming!”

	 All along the main parade route State Street, where the carriages, walkers and riders are very close to the 

spectators, jovial words are often exchanged between those in the parade and those on the sidelines. Much of it 

starts with the famous vocal cry “Viva la Fiesta!”, and many yell “Hey, Shriners, Shriners!” 

Al Malaikah Potentate Shows the Fez in Santa Barbara

T

By Noble Bruce Rick

Old Spanish Day Parade
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If you would like to receive your copy 
of the Al Malaikahan Magazine by email,
please call the Al Malaikah Shrine office at 213.748.0173
or email tdavies@amshriners.com

Farewell Nobles

I want $50 Chef Goofy Plush Mascot I want $20 Chef Goofy Bolo 

2019 POTENTATE’S 
MASCOT 

“CHEF GOOFY” 
PLUSH MASCOT 

AND BOLO 
2019 


